
52852 FederalRegister/ Vol. 55, No. 247 1 Monday, December24, 1090 / ProposedRules

the Delhi Sandsflower-loving fly
(Rhaphiomidasterminatus
abdominalis).bothin California.to the
List ofEndangeredand Threatened
Wildlife. The Servicefinds thatboth
petitions have presentedsubstantial
informationindicating that the
requestedactions may bewarranted.
Throughissuanceof this notice, the
Serviceis commencingformal reviews
of the statusof thesespecies.
DATES: The findings announced in this
notice were madeon October 23 (Delta
smelt~and October30(Delhi Sands
flower-loving fly) 1990.Commentsand
materials related to thesepetition
findings maybe submittedto theField
Supervisorsat The addresseslisted
below until furthernoticn.
ADDRESSES:Commentsandmaterials
concerningthedeltasmeltpetition
finding shouldbesubmittedto the Field
Supervisor. SacramentoField Station.
U.S. FishandWildlife Service.2800
Cottage Way. RoomE—1803.
Sacramento.California 95825—1846.
Commentsandmaterialsconcerningthe
Delhi Sandsflower-lovingfly petition
finding should be submittedto theField
Supervisor,LagunaNiguelFieldStation,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,24000
Avila Rood.LagunaNiguet,CaLifornia,
92677.Thepetitions,findings, supporting
data,andcommentsareavailablefar
public inspection,by appointment.
during normalbusinesshoursat the
aboveaddresses.
FOR FURThER INPORMATION CONTACT:
A. Keith Taniguchi(deltasmelt)at the
above Sacramento,California address,
(916)978-4868ci FTS460-4868.or
Richard Zembal (Delhi Sandsflower-
loving fly) at the aboveLaguna Niguel,
California address.(714)643-4270or
FTS796—4270.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
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SUMMANY The U.S.Fish and Wildlife
Service~Service)aimoixnces90-day
findings for petitionsto addthedelta
smelt (Hypornesustranspacificu$ and

Section4fb)(3j(A)of theEndangered
SpecinsAct (Act). (15USC 1531 at
s~).requiresthattheServicemakea
finding uswhetherapetitionto list.
delist,or reclassifyaspeciespresents
substantial scientificor coininerdal
informationtoiixlicate thatthe
petitionedactionmaybe warranted.To
the maximumextentpracticable,this
finding is to be madewithin 90daysof
the receiptof the petition.andthe
finding is to bepublishedpromptly in
the FederalRegister.

Dr. Don C. Erman.President-Electof
theCalifornia-NevadaChapterof the
AmericanFisheriesSociety.submi”leda
petition to list The deltasmelt
(HypomesustranspacIfic,.zs)as an
endangeredspecieswith critical habitat
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in California.Thepetition, datedJune
26, 1990,wasreceivedby the Serviceon
June29, 1990.

Thedeltasmeltis asmall fish
endemicto theupperSacramento-San
Joaquinestuaryin theSanFrancisco
Bay areaof California.Thepetition and
supportingdocumentationstatedthat
thedeltasmelthasbecomecritically
depleted,andrequiresprotectionunder
theEndangeredSpeciesAct becauseof
increasingdiversionof freshwaterfrom
its estuarinehabitat,coupledwith
recentdroughtconditionsin central
California.

The deltasmeltis adaptedto living in
theseawater-freshwatermixing zoneof
saltandbrackishmarsheswhere
salinitiestypically are0 to 2gramsper
liter. All life stagesof this speciesfeed
only on zooplankton.Theannualexport
of 6million acre-feetof freshwateraway
fromtheestuaryby Federal,Stateand
privateprojectshasallowed the
intrusionof highersalinity seawaterto
themarshes.Becauseof higher
salinities,thedeltasmelthaslost
spawningandlarvaenurseryareasin
SuisunBay andSuisunMarsh,andis
now forcedto spawnin lessfavorable
river channelhabitat.Monitoring studies
conductedby theCaliforniaDepartment
of FishandGame(Stevenset al1990),
andtheUniversityof California.Davis
(Moyle andHerboldIn Press),have
shownatenfoldpopulationdeclinefrom
2,000,000,two decadesagoto an
estimated200,000today.A sharp
populationdeclineoccurredduringthe
lastsix years,mainly asaresultof
increasedfreshwaterexportscoupled
with fouryearsof droughtconditions.
Otherfactorsthatmaybecontributing
to thedeclineof this speciesinclude
high toxin levels, displacementof native
copepods(amajordietarycomponent)
by exotics,andcompetitionby an
invasivespeciesof clam
(Potamocorbukiamurensis)(Moyleet al
1989).

Basedon thebestscientificand
commercialinformationpresently
available,theServicehasfound thatthe
petitionto list thedeltasmeltas
endangeredpresentssubstantial
informationindicatingthat the
requestedactionmaybewarranted.In

theJanuary8, 1989vertebratenoticeof
review(54FR 554),thespecieswas
classifiedasa categoryI candidate,
meaningthat the Servicenow has
sufficientinformation in its files to
warrantthepreparationof aproposalto
list thespecies.As partof aformal
reviewof thestatusof thedeltasmelt,
theServicewould appreciateany
additionaldata,comments,and
suggestionsfrom thepublic, other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity, industry,orany
otherinterestedpartyconcerningthe
statusof this species.

OnJuly 19, 1990.theServicereceived
aletterrequestingactivationof a
petitionfrom Mr. GregBailmerof the
Universityof California,Riverside,to
list the Delhi Sandsflower-lovingfly
(Rhaphlomidasterminatusabdominalis)
asanendangeredspecies.Mr. Balhner
submittedtaxonomic,biological,
distributional,andhistoric information
andcitedseveralscientific articlesin
supportof thispetition.Thepetitionand
accompanyingdatadescribethis
subspeciesas imperileddueto a97 to 98
percentreductionof its rangeand
imminentthreatsto theremaining
populationsites.

Theonly othermemberof this species,
R.haphiomidasterminatusterminatus,
inhabitedcoastaldunesof Los Angeles
Countyin Californiaandis thoughtto be
extinctThetaxoninhabitsfine sandy
soilsoftheDelhi Series.Thesesoils
oncemayhavecoveredapproximately
40 squaremilesin westernRiverside
andSanBernardinoCountiesbut were
usedextensivelyfor agricultureand
morerecently, for housingand
commercialdevelopments.Today,less
than1,000acresof thesesoilsremain.
all in southwesternSanBernardino
County,andonly fourknownoccupied
habitatparcelsexist. Current
populationsoccupyapproximately2.5
percentof theremainingDelhi series
soilsandindividualshavebeen
observedonly in verylow densities.
Habitat loss,fragmentation,and
degradationmayleadto thequick
disappearanceof this taxonif current
trendscontinue.Thedominanceof
nonnativeplantsandsparsityof natives
in suitablehabitatmay beresponsible

for theclumpingof specimensrecently
observed.

Theplight of this taxonhasonly been
realizedrecently.Consequently,it has
not beenincludedin pastNoticesof
Review.A petitionto list this subspecies
wasalsosubmittedby Mr. Balimerto
theCaliforniaDepartmentof Fishand
Game.

Basedon thebestscientificand
commercialinformationcurrently
available,theServicefinds thatthe
petitionto list theDelhi Sandsflower-
loving fly asendangeredhaspresented
substantialinformationto indicatethat
therequestedactionmay bewarranted.
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Thisnoticewaspreparedby A. Keith
Taniguchi,Richard Zembal (see
ADDRESSESsection),andLesliePropp,
PortlandRegionalOffice, U.S.Fish and
Wildlife Service,EastsldeFederal
Complex,911 N.E. 11th Avenue.
Portland,Oregon97232(503/231—6131).
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Authority: 16 USC. 1301—1407.10U.S.C.
1531-1544;16U.S.C.4201-4245;Pub.L 99-
625.100 Stat3500; unlessotherwisenoted.

Dated:December11,1990.
BruceBlanchard,
ActingDirector. U.S.FishandWildlife
Service.
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